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Prof. Ruth Halperin-Kaddari 
Founding Head of the Rackman Center

A professor of law at Bar-Ilan University, Halperin-Kaddari (LL.M. & J.S.D. 
Yale Law School) is an internationally recognized expert on family law, 
international women’s rights, and on women, religion and the State. 
She is a current member and former Vice President of the UN Committee 
on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Women (CEDAW), 
a Fulbright Fellow and a recipient of numerous research grants and prizes, 
including two grants from the Israel Science Foundation, and the U.S. 
State Department’s Woman of Courage Award. A sought-after speaker and 
widely published author, her book  Women in Israel was published by 
Pennsylvania University Press.

Dr. Galit Shaul Adv. 
Executive Director of the Rackman Center 
Dr. Shaul is a lawyer by training (L.L.B Tel-Aviv University, L.L.M. Hebrew 
University) and holds a Ph.D. in Criminology from the L.U.de.S. University 
of Human Sciences and Technology of Lugano (Switzerland).
A graduate of the prestigious Mandel Institute for Leadership in Jerusalem, 
she has previously held Senior positions in the Ministry of Social Affairs 
and Services, among them: Director of Volunteer Services in the northern 
region and Senior Consultant to the Deputy Director General of the 
Ministry. In her most recent position Dr. Shaul was Director of Volunteer 
Services at the Ministry.

The Ruth and Emanuel Rackman Center
for the Advancement of the Status of Women
Faculty of Law, Bar-Ilan University
Ramat Gan 52900
 
Telephone: 972-3-5318895 
Fax: 972-3-7360499
Rackman.center@mail.biu.ac.il

For more information visit out website:
www.en.rackmancenter.com
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Prof. Halperin-Kaddari presenting the book Women’s Legislation in Israel 
to President Reuven Rivlin, then Speaker of the Knesset (2010)



Situated in the highest realm of academia, by combining 
academic expertise with cause-lawyering, the Rackman Center 
serves as a junction between research and activism; legislative 
work and litigation; public advocacy and individual support;
the domestic and the international arenas; and the religious 
and secular legal spheres. 

Established in 2001at Bar-Ilan University’s Faculty of Law with 
the goal of improving the status of women and bringing an end 
to gender discrimination and inequality in Israeli society, 
the Rackman Center is now proud to be the 
forefront organization of legal and social change 
for women in family law in Israel. 
It works to advance women’s rights and better women’s 
standing in family law in general, and Jewish family law in 
particular.

Believing in a dual-track approach for bringing about 
mobilization and social change, we work both from within and 
outside the religious world, to change Jewish law through its 
internal tools and methodology, as well as to enable all citizens 
of Israel to choose the marriage ceremony that suits their beliefs. 
The dual-track approach continues when we cooperate with the 
government to promote policy reforms, while taking an
independent stand where appropriate. 

Our position as an academic institution in a law school 
creates a unique synergy between our work representing 
individuals in family law cases and our academic expertise 
in analyzing the cases, carrying out legal research, finding 
innovative solutions to legal problems and recommending 
legal reform. This demonstrates another aspect of the

dual-track approach in 
engaging both in a bottom-up 
method through litigation 
on behalf of individuals, 
and promoting the top-
down process of legislative 
change and policy reform. 
We translate academic 
research, knowledge and 

training into action aimed at bringing 
about social and legal change. 

The work that we do affects agents of change of all levels, 
starting from Knesset members and policy-makers, 
members of the civil and rabbinical judiciary, lawyers, 
welfare workers and other divorce professionals, through 
law students to the individual women and children who are 
directly assisted by the Center.

Rabbinical Court and petitions to the High Court of Justice, as 
another effective means of bringing about legal change. 
In addition we provide free legal advice through our Hotline 
to approximately 300 women of all backgrounds each year. 
Believing in the future and in the critical role education 
plays in mobilization of social change, we select the best law 
students and train them in our clinic. Those selected for the 
Lawyers of Tomorrow Training Program demonstrate 
commitment to promote and advance gender and social justice. 
Our Support Group for Women in Divorce provides 
emotional and social support for women. 

Publications:As an academic institute we recognize 
the importance of publications and dissemination of 
information. Accordingly we have a range of publications 
that provide accessibility to aspects of Family Law that would 
otherwise be difficult to find. We are the only organization to 
publish Rabbinical Court decisions: HaDin VeHadayan is 
distributed widely to all professionals in the field of Family Law 
in Israel. Our Law Enforcement Report 
is a vital project which ensures that new and 
existing laws are implemented and enforced; 
our Statistical bi-annual on Women 
and the Family is an important working 

O u r  P r o j e c t s
Our Public Advocacy and 
Legislative Reform Department 
drafts bills and amendments to advance 
laws, propose law reforms and advise 
policy-makers. Ministers, Knesset 
Members, civil servants and journalists 
constantly consult us on all matters in 
the field of family law. We are regularly 
involved with public committees and are 
permanent invitees to Knesset discussions 
on women’s rights. We conduct policy-
oriented research and lead media 
campaigns supporting the change we 
attempt to make. Practically speaking, 
nothing happens in the area of family 
law in Israel without our involvement.

Our Legal Aid Clinic advocates 
for the rights of agunot and works 
to eradicate extortion of women and 
exploitation of children as leverage 
in divorce. We offer free legal 
representation in both the civil and 
religious courts for 40 women each year 
who come to us in financial distress or 
with particularly challenging cases. 
We also select potentially precedent-
setting cases and bring appeals 
to the Supreme Court, Grand 

tool for decision-
makers in the field, 
and our Moot Court 
Proceedings 
facilitate the 
development of 
innovative and novel 
legal arguments.

Conferences:
Our Annual Convention on 
Women, Family and the Law 
is the leading conference for family 
law practitioners and attracts an 
ever increasing turnout of divorce 
professionals, family court judges 
and rabbinical judges. We also hold 
other conferences on important topics 
which are very well attended due to 
our reputation for being the leading 
institute for women’s and children’s 
rights in family law.  Our Annual 
Halachic Conference serves as 
a platform for developing pioneering 
legal concepts and analysis within the 
body of Jewish family law.
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The lawyers of the Rackman Center’s Legal Aid Clinic and Department 
of Public Advocacy and Legislative Reform


