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Remembering the late Professor Rabbi 

Emanuel Rackman z’l 

I am delighted to introduce the 2009 Annual Report of the Ruth and 
Emanuel Rackman Center for the Advancement of the Status of Women, 
summarizing our eighth year of activities. 
As you will see, we have once again achieved so much in improving 
women’s legal status in Israel. Our projects have continued to develop and 
we are constantly introducing new projects and ideas to further increase our 
impact on social change for women.  
All this would never have even begun if it were not for the vision and guid-
ance of the late Professor Rabbi Emanuel Rackman z’l, who passed away 
on Dec 1st (4th Kislev), towards the beginning of our academic year. 
Rabbi Emanuel Rackman was one of the most prominent, profound, and 
outspoken Jewish leaders of our time, who advocated tirelessly for women's 
rights and social justice. His activism stemmed 
from a conviction that halacha, the Jewish legal sys-
tem, is a central moral force to rectify injustice. 
Rabbi Rackman consistently asserted that Judaism 
could and must fully engage modernity in all 
spheres and respond with sensitivity and creativity 
to its many challenges. Alongside his deep com-
mitment to the halachic system, Rabbi Rackman 
was dedicated throughout his life and career to the advancement of 
women's rights. Rabbi Rackman’s memory will always be cherished at the 
Rackman Center, as his original spirit and vision will continue to guide our 
ongoing hard work to advance the status of women in Israel. 
We hope that  you, our readers and supporters, are proud of our achieve-
ments—we are thrilled that our work has been publicized in over 40 
media and press articles as our influence and impact continues to grow. 
I would like to take this opportunity to express once again, our upmost 
gratitude and appreciation to the Center's founders and supporters for hav-
ing enabled and continuing to enable the Center's existence. 
The Center plays a significant role in advancing the status of women in Is-
rael, for which Israeli society, and women all over the world, are indebted to 
you.  
Wishing you health, happiness and all the best 
Sincerely yours, 

 
 
 
 
Professor Ruth Halperin-Kaddari 
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The Ruth and Emanuel Rackman Center for the Advancement of 
the Status of Women  

is delighted to present its eighth annual report at the close of its eighth 
year of activity. 

 

Among its most significant activities, the Center is responsible for induc-
ing real legal changes regarding women’s rights. We accomplish this 
through appeals, submitting bills to pass new laws to the Knesset and 
fighting against the daily struggles women face in courts.  
 
In the area of women's empowerment , the Cen-
ter holds Women's Leadership Courses for 
adults and young women (ALMA—for bat 
mitzvah girls), and Mentoring Courses for Reli-
gious Women. We are also responsible for the 
unprecedented initiative of publishing and dis-
seminating Rabbinical Court decisions that would otherwise remain un-
published and inaccessible to the public, and for publishing the biannual 
statistical report, "Women and Family in Israel" - a comprehensive compi-
lation of data about women and family in Israel.  
 
With the benefit of our academic connections we also organize annual 
Conferences on such relevant topics as child maintenance and custody, 
domestic violence and legal aid to women in the sphere of family law.  

 

Established through your generosity, The Rackman Center is fulfill-

ing its goals, as attested by all other activities listed herewith, accord-

ing to the three aspects on which it was founded: 

Legal Aid, Advocacy & Outreach 

Professional Education & Training 

Policy & Outreach 
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O b j e c t i v e s  

 

Our Mission: 

The Rackman Center was established in 2001 at Bar-Ilan University's 
Faculty of Law, with the goal of improving women's status and bringing 
an end to gender discrimination in Israeli society. The Rackman Center 
utilizes its unique position as an academic center in a law faculty to 
translate academic research, knowledge and training into action through 
social change in legislation, appeals to the High Court, Bill Proposals to 
the Knesset, conferences, training courses, and various publications, all of 
which contribute to the advancement of the status of women in Israel.  
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Summary of the Legal Aid Program’s activities  
 
 
The legal aid program has continued to grow this year with a third lawyer 
joining our team to work mainly on the legislation and new law enforce-
ment project, and as a result, we have been able to represent more cli-
ents, increase our legislative work and increase the number of women 
who receive legal aid through the legal hotline.  
 
During the 2008-2009 academic year, full representation was given to 37 
women. Every case entails between 3 and 5 legal procedures (property, 
custody, alimony, etc.). 
 
No less than 193 women received legal advice via our hotline. The aver-
age time spent on each client was 30 minutes, and callers often sent us 
legal documents to review beforehand. In some cases, callers were in-
vited to come in for a meeting, while other callers were referred to other 
organizations that can better address their needs 
(i.e. domestic violence). 
 
While we receive calls on a variety of subjects 
related to family law, the past year saw a signifi-
cant increase in calls concerning prenuptial 
agreements—see charts below: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The  Rose & Louis Klosk Fund Hotline for legal aid for  
women in family law 
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Real stories of women who received  
legal aid from our clinic program 

 
1.A struggle for financial rights: 
Rakefet (not her real name) is a former Ultra-Orthodox woman, who mar-
ried seven years ago and gave birth to two children. The couple's relation-
ship, which began with an arranged marriage, was cold and distant, leading 
Rakefet to seek a divorce. Her wish was granted, but as a result she suffered 
excommunication and was alienated by her family. During negotiations 
Rakefet waived her property rights in exchange for her freedom, and conse-
quently found herself on the street with her two children, sleeping in the 
homes of those who took pity on her and working odd jobs. Rakefet came 
to our Clinic and was received warmly. Our lawyer helped her both legally – 
filing a lawsuit for the implementation of the divorce agreement and the 
realization of the few rights she had left in accordance with it – and person-
ally, empowering her and assisting her in finding a place to live with her 
children. 
 
2. Civil marriage rights and marriage annulment 
Flora (not her real name) is a Christian woman 
who married her husband in a civil marriage. 
One month before Flora turned to us, the cou-
ple’s son passed away after a serious illness. Her 
husband left Flora for another woman, fled out 
of the country, and left Flora with a mortgaged 
apartment and in huge debt. When Flora arrived at our clinic she was com-
pletely distraught and devastated. Our lawyer prepared divorce papers to 
ensure Flora’s rights, such as receiving ownership of the apartment. Nego-
tiations for Flora’s husband to sign the divorce papers are now underway. 
The lawyer also worked to issue an inheritance order over the property of 
Flora’s son. The clinic intends to file a marriage annulment request. We look 
forward to updating you on the progress of this case soon. 
 
3. A Get after 32 years as an Agunah 
Iris (not her real name) married her husband in 1957 and they had three 
children. Since the beginning of the marriage deep rifts opened between the 
couple and the husband was discovered to be a harsh and violent man. He 
abused Iris both mentally and physically from the start of the marriage, 
physically assaulting her to the extent that her wounds required medical 
treatment and he was charged with abuse. Two years into the marriage Iris 
requested a divorce but her husband maintained that he would never grant 
her a get. Even when the Rabbinical Court named him a recalcitrant husband 
nothing changed and Iris found herself an agunah for 32 long years.  Iris 
came to the Clinic in a state of despair, after having her case handled by nu-
merous lawyers without success. Our lawyer filed a claim for damages 
against the husband for the pain and suffering he caused her over the years 
and a short time after filing the suit, the husband granted Iris a divorce. Iris 
is free at long last. 
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Our legal aid program was successful in the 2008-2009 academic year, 
both in its important ongoing activities in family law, such as fighting 
against get annulments, and in new projects that we started more recently. 
 
High Court  
 
Custody Cases—One of the issues addressed by the program was the 
rabbinical courts’ problematic policy in the area of child custody. In nu-
merous cases in which the mother has become secular and/or a father has 
become Ultra-Orthodox, the rabbinical court has failed to consider the 
child’s best interest and has systematically awarded custody to the 
(allegedly) more religious father. In a number of cases, such as those dealt 
with at our clinic, the court based its decision to remove children from 
their mother’s care on a single expert opinion,  handing custody over to 
the father despite the fact the mother was practically the only person who 
has ever  took are of the children. The ‘expert’ issuing the advisory opin-
ion was often unqualified to determine parental capabilities, and was 
guided by religious considerations instead of the children’s best interests.  
We filed two petitions to the High Court of Justice 
on such cases this year, and in both cases the court 
accepted our position and the mothers regained cus-
tody over their children. 
Here are the details of two successful cases that 
were reported in the Israeli media: 
 

1. Shoshana (not her real name) separated from her husband, and in 
light of her severe distress following the divorce, the regional rab-
binical court gave her ex-husband custody over the children. Pro-
fessional experts and parental qualifications examinations, how-
ever, showed that Shoshana was clearly the preferable custodian. 
Despite the evidence indicating that giving Shoshana custody over 
the children was in the children’s best interests, the rabbinical 
court dragged out the custody hearings for years. The court’s mo-
tive appeared to be religious, as the children’s father had become 
religious and was sending them to Ultra-Orthodox schools while 
Shoshana remained non-religious. 

2. Varda (not her real name) was wed against her will at the age of 
sixteen-and-a-half and got a divorce when her only daughter was 
two-years-old. When Varda’s ex-husband filed a request to reduce 
child-support payments, the rabbinical court decided on its own 
initiative to give him custody over the child. The court decided 
that the little girl, who was raised by her mother for seven years in 
a secular home, should live with her father and receive Ultra-
Orthodox education. Varda’s child was snatched from her arms 

H i g h  
C o u r t  
C a s e s  

The Program for Legal Aid, Advocacy and Outreach 
in Family Law and Women's Rights 

 



7 

The Program for Legal Aid, Advocacy and Outreach 
in Family Law and Women's Rights 

 

in the corridors of the rabbinical court, and when Varda shouted, she was 
arrested. 
Once again, our appeals to the High Court of Justice started a process that 
resulted in the rabbinical courts' overturning their previous decisions, and 
returning the children in both cases to the custody of the mothers. 
This is a short excerpt from a message of thanks written to the Rackman 
Center by lawyer Peled, who filed one of the petitions with us—  
 
“On behalf of my client and myself … I would like to thank you for 
the significant contribution of the Rackman Center in returning my 
client’s minor children to her custody… I have no doubt that your 
endless knowledge and willingness to join us in this struggle were 
major factors in winning back the custody.” 
 
The Center handled three other High Court cases this year: 
• One case we filed together with a private lawyer regarding the juris-

dictional battle between the family and the rabbinical courts. The 
hearing on this case will continue next year. 

• The Head of the Knesset, Dalia Itzik de-
cided not to put a bill amending the prop-
erty distribution law to vote in the Knesset. 
Several social organizations from the ICAR 
coalition, including the Rackman Center 
filed an appeal to get it to vote. This appeal 
was a central factor that led to the amend-
ment of this law which was brought to 
vote in the end, in order to avoid facing the court.   

• An appeal filed in cooperation with other social organizations 
against the invalidation of conversions conducted by Rabbi Chaim 
Druckman. After the rabbinical courts’ attorney general asserted that 
the rabbinical courts have the authority to invalidate conversions, 
Israel’s Chief Sephardi rabbi, Rabbi Sholomo Amar, announced that 
only he has the authority to invalidate conversions. In this way, 
Rabbi Amar cancelled the invalidation of conversions mentioned in 
our High Court appeal, and the women who converted under Rabbi 

Druckman were once again 
considered to be Jews. A 
hearing to determine whether 
anyone has the right to cancel 
conversions at all has yet to 
be scheduled. 
 
Adv Adi Raz and Adv Naama  
Safrai-Cohen outside the  
Supreme Court 
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Knesset 
 
The Knesset’s dispersal at the beginning of 2009, the national elections 
that followed, and the creation of a new coalition, had implications for 
our activities in the Knesset. Work at the parliament was halted for several 
months, stopping the legislative process of all the bills, including those 
promoted by us. We were forced to begin the legislative process anew for 
any bill that had been submitted to the Knesset but had not yet reached 
the first stage in the acceptance process, as well as for bills that different 
MKs (who may no longer be in the Knesset) had not yet officially submit-
ted. 
Despite this we used this time to prepare our bills and legislative work and 
still achieved progress and success in our Knesset work once the Knesset 
reformed. 
 
• Five bills at different stages of legislation - we will update you on 

these as these progress. 
 
• One bill was proposed to the last (17th ) 

Knesset and the Ministerial Legislation Com-
mittee passed this onto the Chief Rabbi to get 
his opinion. Before he was able to do this, the 
Knesset was reelected and in October 2009 we had to resubmit our 
bill to set up supervision for the enforcement of divorce rulings . 

 
• One bill was sent to several members of Knesset and is  being re-

viewed by the MKs. 
 
• Our Knesset activities involve not only the advancement of bills, 

but also fighting against bills that would impinge upon women’s 
rights. For example, for over three years we have been working to 
prevent the legislation of a law that would expand rabbinical 
courts' jurisdiction and would enable them to rule on additional 
significant issues (see opposite and the next page).  

Together with ICAR coalition, we have attended Knesset discus-
sions, published position papers, and met with ministers, members 
of Knesset and lawyers, in our struggle against the bill.  In May 2009, 
the justice minister led yet another move to advance this bill. Prof 
Halperin-Kaddari participated in a meeting with the Committee on 
the Status of Women and thanks to our efforts and the efforts of 
other Social Organizations, the bill was stopped and a special com-
mittee was established in the Ministry of Justice to review the sub-
ject. (as you can read in the article opposite).  
 

K n e s s e t  

The Program for Legal Aid, Advocacy and Outreach 
in Family Law and Women's Rights 
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Women's groups blast bill giving rabbinical 
courts more powers 

By Dana Weiler-Polak  Haaretz 26-05-09 
 
Women's organizations and the Rabbinical Courts Administration squared off in the 
Knesset Committee on the Status of Women yesterday over a bill to expand the rabbini-
cal courts' authority.  
The proposal has not yet been formally submitted to the Knesset as a bill, since Justice 
Minister Yaakov Ne'eman is still studying it. However, the committee discussed the 
draft bill the courts administration submitted to Ne'eman for consideration.  
"The proposal raised by the rabbinical courts is not a minor matter; it's an earthquake," 
said Prof. Ruth Halperin-Kaddari of Bar-Ilan University. "For years, we have witnessed 
an ongoing, deliberate offensive by the rabbinical courts in an effort to obtain blatantly 
civil powers for themselves. If this proposal is accepted, it will deal a mortal blow to 
women's rights in Israel. The rabbinical courts have no authority to discuss property 
issues, which are clearly civil issues, unless they are part of a divorce suit."  
Attorney Hosea Gottlieb, an aide to Ne'eman, said that "the justice minister inherited 
this issue from the previous government. Before he formulates his opinion, the minister 
will hold meetings with all the parties concerned, including women's organizations."  
Attorney Shimon Yaacobi, the rabbinical courts' legal advisor, noted that the proposal 
was drafted in response to a High Court of Justice ruling depriving these courts of the 
right to rule on disputes arising from a divorce once the divorce had been granted.  
"If a dispute arises after the divorce, the court ruled that this is [something] new, unre-
lated to the divorce, and therefore the rabbinical court has no ongoing authority," he 
said. "This can give rise to claims of a get [bill of divorce] issued in error," and hence 
raise questions about the validity of 
the divorce, the parties' right to re-
marry and the legal status of any fu-
ture children.  
This concern arises because under 
Jewish law, both parties must consent 
freely to a divorce. Hence if a civil 
court subsequently interpreted a fi-
nancial or custody agreement differ-
ently than the rabbinical court had, 
either spouse could claim that he or 
she would never have agreed to the 
divorce had they realized the out-
come, and hence the get was not 
freely given.  
"Thus the rabbinical courts' view is that if the couple reaches an agreement before the 
divorce, and disputes arise about it afterward, the case should continue to be heard in the 
rabbinical court," Yaacobi continued.  
Similarly, the threat of women filing damage suits against men who refuse to divorce 
them could lead to claims that the men did not consent freely, invalidating the get, he 
said. As a result, the Rabbinical Court of Appeals has ordered all rabbinical courts not to 
grant divorces if such a threat exists.  
But Attorney Suzanne Weiss of the Center for Women's Justice retorted that "damage 
suits are suits of desperation. [Some] women obtain a get after filing damage suits, but 
in practice, this is not a forced get, because some men prefer to pay rather than grant the 
divorce." 
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Justice Ministry fesses up over 
plan to increase rabbinic courts' 

power 
May. 25, 2009 Ruth Eglash , THE JERUSALEM POST  

Representatives of the Justice Ministry admitted Monday that discussions had 
already been held to consider increasing the power of the country's rabbinic 
courts to include decisions on money matters and children in divorce cases.  
At a special hearing of the Knesset Committee on the Advancement of the Status 
of Women called by chairwoman MK Tzipi Hotovely (Likud), attorney Horsha 
Gottleib, adviser to Justice Minister Yaakov Neeman, confirmed that the rab-
binic courts had presented a bill aimed at increasing their power and explained 
that the minister was still in the process of evaluating the proposal.  
"It is a plan inherited from the previous government," said Gottleib, contradict-
ing comments made last week by Neeman, who claimed that no such proposal 
existed.  
Shimon Yacobi, legal adviser to the rabbinic courts, said the basis of the legisla-
tion was to enable the religious legal system to make additional rulings in di-
vorce cases, even after a legal separation had been decided.  
Any changes to the status quo that would give the rabbinic courts more power 
could end up being detrimental to the status of women in Israel, said Prof. Ruth 
Halperin-Kaddari - head of Bar-Ilan's Rackman Center for the Advancement of 
the Status of Women, and Israel's representative on the UN Committee on the 
Elimination of Discrimination against Women (CEDAW).  
According to Halperin-Kaddari - who was present at the hearing and whose view 
was echoed by other women's rights groups there - the three problematic 
changes include a motion to preclude the civil courts' handling cases involving 
damages against husbands who refuse to grant their wives a get (Jewish di-
vorce); granting the rabbinic courts jurisdiction over money matters in divorce 
proceedings; and permitting the religious courts to make decisions on issues 
that arise after a divorce has been ratified, even if the case was initially heard in 
the secular court system.  
"The ministry is trying to give the impression that these suggestions are only 
preliminary, but at today's meeting we found out that they are indeed concrete 
proposals," said Halperin-Kaddari. "But I truly believe that the rabbinic courts 
are very serious about increasing their powers and have just been waiting for the 
right time and a sympathetic minister to accept their cause."  
In conclusion, Hotovely said that the frank discussion between the rabbinic 
courts and women's rights groups was a positive step toward resolving some of 
the issues. She said that the committee would reevaluate the proposal after the 
justice minister had made his recommendations. 

The Program for Legal Aid, Advocacy and Outreach 
in Family Law and Women's Rights 
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Knesset activities continued… 
 
 
 
• We have held meetings with Israel Bar Association representatives in 

order to work in collaboration towards different bills. 
• Attended various Knesset committees, for example the meetings of 

the Knesset’s Constitution, Law and Justice Committee regarding 
the establishment of auxiliary units at rabbinical courts. 

• Worked to influence the appointment of judges to the High Rabbini-
cal Court. 

 

The legal aid program has continued to work on the distressing phenome-
non of get annulments. In such cases, a man (or sometimes the rabbinical 
court of its own initiative) sets in motion a process to retroactively invali-
date the divorce by annulling the get. The get’s annulment means that cou-
ples who were already divorced, sometimes for years, are suddenly consid-
ered to be married. It is noteworthy that lawsuits calling for a get to be an-
nulled can be filed years after the divorce, often 
when the husband and wife have new spouses 
and children. The outrageous outcome is that this 
situation may make more women Agunot, and 
their children will be mamzers. 

Our students are working on a bill on this matter, 
and we are also dealing with this issue at the various Knesset committees, 
in addition to handling several legal cases involving such circumstances. 

Dr. Amichai Radziner, editor-in-chief of Ha-din v’ha-Dayan, recently pub-
lished a comprehensive article on get annulments. (The article is available 
on the Rackman Center Website) 
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Adv Adi Raz and Adv Naama 
Safrai-Cohen at the Knesset 
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The Student Training Program 

The student group including staff—from right - Adv Atara Kenigsberg, 
Adv Yossi Mendelson, Director, Prof Ruth Halperin-Kaddari. From left –
Coordinator Batsheva Avitan, and Lawyers, Naama Safrai-Cohen, Keren 

Arkin-Chen and Adi Raz 
 
This year our training program included 20 exemplary students. Like 
every year we invested a lot in their training, including: 
 
Orientation days – in which we taught the students all the preliminary 
tools necessary to work in this field. 
 
A bi-weekly program of fifteen classes, to which we 
added innovative lessons about tort lawsuits in get re-
fusal cases, children’s rights, and more. 
 
Moot Court (more details on  opposite page) 
 
Professional tours of a Family Court and a Rabbinical 
Court. 
A visit to a residential treatment center for domestically violent men—
(Photo on right) 
 
The legal aid program law-
yers mentored and trained 
the students, who at-
tended meetings with cli-
ents and court hearings. 
The students also wrote 
pleas and drafted bills. In 
fact, several bills currently 
in the Knesset were writ-
ten by our students. 
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Moot Court 
 
The annual moot court, dealt 
with the possibility of awarding 
civil support payments to 
women who were married in a 
religious marriage. On the right 
are 4 of the students who spoke 
infront of the judges. 
The moot court panel of judges 
were (see photo below from right) Panel chairwoman Judge Saviona 
Rottlevy (retired), Judge Isaac Amit and Judge Yishayahu Schneller.  
Also pictured here from the left are the three clinic lawyers,  Center di-

rector, Prof Ruth 
Halperin-Kaddari and 
Legal Advisor to the 
Center Adv Yossi 
Mendelson 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
The Moot Court discussed whether it was possible 
for Israeli courts to order that support be paid to a 
woman based on the civil and contract laws, as 
practiced in most Western states and as is the law 
for couples who had a civil marriage. 
 
The students were divided into two groups, representing husband and 
wife. Each group, tu-
tored by our attorney, 
prepared pleas and sum-
maries in which it had to 
apply the past year's 
study material.  
A brochure summarizing 
the material concerning 
the moot court will 
be published shortly. 
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The Machar Project—The ‘Tomorrow’ Project 
 
Our legal aid clinic and the Bar-Ilan University Social Work Depart-
ment worked together on the Machar  Project.  
The project is based on the notion that in order to give comprehensive 
and in-depth legal aid to people suffering from emotional and mental 
problems, one must combine both legal and social work. 
The project operated on two levels: 
On the personal level, a social work student worked with our clients 
once a week (in addition to the work by our lawyers). 
On the community level, a social work student directed a support group 
for religious single mothers. In the supportive and encouraging group 
environment, the women could discuss their troubles and distress and 
were offered ways to deal with these problems. 
All Machar clients received free legal and social work. 
 
 
The  Law Enforcement Project 
 
Israel has an advanced set of laws, which often are not enforced.  As we 
focus on creating social change this is a vital area of work to ensure that 
the change is actually put into affect. 
 
Every year we shall focus on one specific piece of 
legislation affecting women in family law (directly or 
indirectly), and examine how it is implemented and 
enforced by state authorities. 
 
In 2009, our project focused on the 1995 Rabbinical 
Courts Law (the implementation of divorce court rulings). This law 
gives rabbinical courts civil tools (based upon halachic principles) to im-
pose sanctions on men who refuse to give a get. Unfortunately, the rab-
binical courts make little use of the law despite the fact that this law 
could be all that is necessary to prevent many men from withholding a 
Get. . 
A comprehensive report on the matter will soon be published. We hope 
that our report will ensure this law is now enforced. 
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Work with other organizations: 

 

• Academic cooperation: Lawyer Keren Arkin-Chen gave a 
lecture to the Tel-Aviv University social work B.A. program 
this year. The lecture, concerning gender perceptions of par-
enting roles in custody and visitation hearings, was taught in 
the framework of a “Law and Social Work” course. 

 

 

• Women’s Spirit Organization: The Women’s Spirit Organi-
zation, that promotes the financial independence of women 
who were victims of violence, turned to our legal aid clinic in 
request to refer their clients who were involved in family law 
suits. We provided the women with preliminary legal counsel-
ing and/or legal escort and/or legal representation, based on 
the circumstances of each case. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

• The Bar-Ilan University Welfare Department: University 
employees in needs of legal aid in family law matters are re-
ferred to our legal aid clinic by the university’s welfare depart-
ment. Some of the women need preliminary counseling and 
some need legal escort or representation. 
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With thanks to the supporters of the Legal Aid Clinic 

 
 
 
 
 
 
The Legal Aid Program activities were made possible thanks to the 
generous support of:      
   

The Joseph Alexander Foundation 
 
The Jewish Women's Foundation of the Greater Palm 
Beaches 
 
The Hadassah Foundation 
 
The David Berg Foundation 
 
Greater Miami Jewish Federation 
 
The  Boston Jewish Community 
Women’s Fund  
 
The Milton & Miriam Handler 
Foundation 
 
The Rose &Louis Klosk Fund 
 
The Jewish Women's  
Endowment of Greater Seattle 
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Advocacy & Agunah Rights  

The Center continues its activities within the ICAR coalition (International 
Coalition for Agunah Rights), which includes participating in the coalition 
plenum, hosting the plenum, and participation by attorney Atara Kenigs-
berg in the coalition's Steering Committee, the Legal Committee, the 
Agunah Day Committee and the Dayanim Appointment Committee. 

ICAR’s legal committee has written a bill calling for the cancellation of the 
so-called “race for jurisdiction” between the family law and rabbinical 
courts. Members of Knesset in both the coalition and the opposition have 
been contacted regarding the bill.  

The ICAR legal committee was also instrumental in working against the 
bill calling for expanding the jurisdiction of rabbinical courts, as mentioned 
earlier in this report. ICAR was also active in ensuring that suitable  Rab-
binical judges would be appointed to the regional and high rabbinical 
courts. 
 
 
For the second year running, the annual “Agunah 
Day on the fast of Esther” activities included a 
national study day on solutions to the problems of 
Agunah— women whose husbands refuse to issue 
a get. This idea came from our executive director, 
Adv Atara Kenigsberg and it has really given this 
day further meaning and life. 
A special brochure published by ICAR was used to study the subject in 
colleges,  Universities and at premilitary acadamies, Jewish learning centers 
and other establishments throughout Israel. 
 
 
In addition, ICAR set up the “Sealed with Love” campaign, to encourage 
couples to sign prenuptial agreements. (See images on P18) A specially-
designed flyer was inserted into 15,000 copies of “Bride and Groom” Maga-
zine – a leading magazine for couples getting married. ICAR representa-
tives handed out the flyer at marriage fairs. One student who works at the 
Rackman Center, together with her husband, set up an ICAR stand at mar-
riage fairs to promote prenuptial agreements (which they themselves have 
signed, thus setting an example for others to follow). 
 
A top Israeli advertising firm produced a short video clip on the subject, 
which was uploaded to YouTube:: 
 http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=m-EHsv3m28o 
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Prenuptial Agreements 
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ICAR’s ‘Sealed with 
Love’ Campaign about 
Prenuptial Agreements 

with which we  
collaborated. 

Students (below left) at 
a marriage fair, partici-
pate in the ’Sealed with 
Love Campaign.   
Tammy Levmore (far 
right) is an employee at 
The Rackman Center. 
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Influence & International Relations 

• This year, Professor Halperin-Kaddari was appointed Vice-President of 
the United Nation’s Committee for the Elimination of Discrimination 
against Women (CEDAW). This was her 
third year as a member of the committee. 
In addition, Prof. Halperin-Kaddari was 
appointed Chair of the Working Group to 
draft a new general recommendation on 
the Economic Consequences of Family 
Relations and their Dissolution, a process 
which she has initiated since joining the 
Committee. In October 2010, the recom-
mendations are expected to be adopted. For the first time in 15 years, the 
complex issues of women's rights within the family –– issues that involve 
religious and customary laws, as well as questions of cultural pluralism –– 
will be systematically and formally addressed. 
This issue was also at the heart of the first annual Rackman Center con-
ference, and this will be an impressive demonstration of Israeli law having 
an international effect. 

• In March, having been recommended 
by the U.S. Embassy to participate in 
the U.S. State Department International 
Visitors' Leadership Program (I.V.L.P.), 
Adv. Atara Kenigsberg joined a delega-
tion of 16 female lawyers and judges 
from various countries. The program 
was entitled "Women and Justice", and introduced the American justice 
system - both State and Federal – by visiting 5 states including Washing-
ton D.C.  
As a result of this visit, and an increased insight into the American law 
enforcement system, the Rackman Center established its own law en-
forcement project as explained earlier in this report. 

• Professor Larry Marshal, who directs the legal aid clinics at Stanford Uni-
versity in the U.S., gave an insightful lecture to the forum of legal aid clin-
ics in Israel, on the subject of ethics and the work of legal clinics and also 
visited our law department. 

• Another visitor this year was (Dr.) Francine Sherman, director of the Ju-
venile Rights Advocacy Projects in Boston College, who told us about her 
rich experience working in legal aid clinics. 

• We were also fortunate to host Judge Martin Ritholtz, a civil law judge at 
the Supreme Court of Queens, New York, who gave a lecture on the in-
teraction of Jewish law with secular law in the American legal system. 

 
There is no doubt that meeting with legal experts from abroad is incredi-
bly productive, allowing both sides to expand their knowledge and learn 
from the other’s experience, enabling more professional and efficient pro-
motion of human rights in Israel and around the world. 
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Professional Education & Training 

Tel Aviv Rape and Sexual Assault Crisis Center 
 
For the third year running, we cooperated with the Tel Aviv Aid for Sexual 
Violence Victims Center. In this project, students gave lectures at religious 
high-schools and received a scholarship on behalf of the Bar-Ilan Univer-
sity President and Rector. The project is comprised of two separate train-
ing courses for male and female students, to provide the students with the 
appropriate tools to approach religious girls and boys in their teens. Stu-
dents from a variety of departments at Bar-Ilan University apply for the 
program, for which they must undergo an uncompromising selection proc-
ess, including a series of group and personal interviews. 
 
The goals of the project: 
• Raising awareness to sexual violence and providing a unique frame-

work to discuss the phenomenon. 
• Providing tools to identify and understand the phenomenon of sex-

ual violence within the religious society. 
• Encourage students to change their attitude and behavior regarding 

the prevention of sexual violence. 
• Teaching students about help-centers 

as a possible source of aid and support 
in case of sexual violence. 

This year, a team of well- trained Bar-Ilan 
University students ( 12 women and 8 men), 
held workshops in religious Israeli schools.  
Hopefully, as more young women and men become aware of this issue, it 
will become easier to handle and discuss cases of sexual violence within the 
religious society. 
 
Women’s Leadership Program 
 
Center  for Promoting Religious Women's Leadership 
At the beginning of the 2008-2009 academic year, our “women promote 
women” mentoring program came to an end. Kolech – the Forum for Re-
ligious Women, and the Daphne Israeli Fund in Israel were our partners in 
this project. 
The women who participated in the program presented their projects at 
the final meeting. Among the projects were: body-soul workshops for 
women according to the Bible, escorting women to the mikve, teaching 
boys about gender equality, and promoting prenuptial agreements. A new 
ceremony for a woman after her divorce was also introduced. 
 
The program alumni are in touch with the Rackman Center in particular 
with Adv Atara Kenigsberg, the Center’s executive Director, who guided 
them through this program. An alumni reunion meeting is scheduled in 
2009-2010 academic year.  
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ALMA — Values, Learning and Leadership for Bat 

Mitzvah Girls 

After running our successful pilot course last year, this year we ran two 
Alma groups, one in each semester. The bat-mitzva girls, all sixth-
graders, attended twelve classes, divided into three parts – me and my 
family, me and society, and me and myself.  
 
Issues like leadership, maturity and female self-image were discussed in 
every class. The project combines biblical and Talmudic texts, philoso-
phy, halacha, and modern Hebrew poetry and art, while stressing the 
importance of tasks and products. 
 
The goals of the projects: 
• Empowering the girls. 
• Providing tools for studying Jewish texts by reading a variety of 

texts and learning how to study them. 
• Dealing with identity issues, and specifically with female identity. 
• Developing a social commitment and sensitivity, 
• Encouraging leadership in the girls. 
• Dealings with the significance of 

being bat-mitzva – maturity, tradi-
tions and family. 

 
All the classes are held at Bar-Ilan Univer-
sity in collaboration Fanya Gottesfeld 
Heller Center for the Study of Women in Judaism with and directed by 
a Rackman Center employee. 
 The girls’ parents and grandparents are also invited to attend one of 
the classes. This class deals with the subject of family history via the 
Seder night. The girls and their parents (or grandparents) take part in a 
series of activities, in the process learning about the family history, so 
that the girls can understand what their role is as a bat-mitzva in the 
family. 
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Policy & Outreach 

The third Bi-annual Statistical 
Publication: Women and Family 
in Israel was published in March in 
ce lebrat ion of  Internat ional 
Women's Day, and included data 
about women in four areas: family 
status, legal statistics, family and 
work, and domestic violence against 
women.  
 
It is a collection all existing data on 
various aspects of women and fam-
ily, in order to enable as wide a per-
spective as possible, and illuminate 
one of the most significant areas for 
women in Israel. 
 
The Bi-annual was widely distributed, and it was sent among others to 
the new Members of Knesset as well as to various ministries, govern-
ment offices, academic researchers, so-
cial organizations, and other institu-
tions. 
 
 It also received extensive coverage in 
the media, especially in the national ra-
dio news bulletins, which opened with findings from the publication in 
honor of International Women's Day. 

 
We received great positive feedback from the book, indicating how sig-
nificant the bi-annual report is.: 
 
Welfare Minister Isaac Herzog, wrote   
“…I am sure that the bi-annual will be of great service to me, as it 
was written and edited professionally, and presents much data on 
family and women in Israel. I was particularly impressed by the 
chapter on women in the family and workplace, and the analysis 
of the percentage of women who are part of the work force…” 
 
Attorney Schwartz-Amiga, deputy director of the legal aid department 
at the Ministry of Justice wrote that,  
“…the bi-annual is priceless for our activity. There is no doubt in 
our hearts that the knowledge and information within the bi-
annual report will greatly assist us in improving our work and 
service to those who turn to us.” 
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Policy & Outreach 

 “First women Lawyers  
in Eretz-Israel” 

 
The book “First Women Lawyers in 
Eretz-Israel, 1930-1945,” written by 
professor Ruth Halperin-Kaddari, Dr. 
Eyal Katvan and attorney Tamar Trau-
Zatinsky, was published this year with 
the support of the Rackman Center.  
The book brings forth the biographies 
and life stories of the forty-two women 
lawyers admitted to practice law before 
the establishment of the State of Israel, beginning in 1930, with Roza 
Ginzberg's (Ginossar) legal victory in her petition against the Mandate au-
thorities for her right to practice law as a woman.  
While the actual number of the first women lawyers was minuscule when 
compared to the number of male counterparts (approximately 1,300), their 
visible presence and contribution to the legal field cannot be underesti-
mated. Among those law-pioneers were 
the first women judges: Eugenia Vinogra-
dov, Miriam Shtrakman-Varlinski, Miriam 
Ben-Porat, Shoshana Netanyahu, Victoria 
Ostrovski-Cohen, and others. 
 
HaDin VeHaDayan 
 
Issues 19, 20 and 21 of Hadin v’haDayan were published together with the 
Yad La’Isha Organization, an Ohr Torah Stone institute.  

Issue 20 included an index, in which 
all 216 court rulings discussed in the 
periodical’s twenty issues appear 
according to subject.  
 
On the occasion of the publication 
of the 20th issue and the court rul-
ings’ index, Dr. Amichai Redziner 
published an article describing the 
magazine’s history and importance. 
Dr. Redziner, who is the editor-in-
chief of Hadin v’haDayan and a sen-
ior lecturer at the Bar-Ilan Univer-
sity Department of Law, writes in 
the article that following the maga-
zine’s publication, other institutions 
and groups began publishing the 
court rulings, although not on a 
regular basis.  
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HaDin VehaDayan continued... 
 
Dr Redziner added that the rulings published in the Hadin v’haDayan issues 
this year reflected the relatively new practice of a woman suing her hus-
band for damages when he refuses to give her a get. From the rulings, one 
can learn of the rabbinical courts negative attitude towards such cases, 
leading judges to rule that these are cases of get meuseh. 
 
The rulings also reflect the “race of authorities” between the rabbinical and 
family law courts, in cases of get mut’eh (when the courts decides the get was 
erroneous and it is invalidated) and of get mutneh (when the court ruled that 
even if the husband can be forced to give a get, he can still set conditions 
for giving the get.) 
 
In the 20th issue of HaDin v’haDayan, a ruling on a get annulment was pub-
lished. In this case there was fear of mamzers, because the divorced woman 
had a child with her second husband. The phenomenon of get annulment is 
a cause for great concern, and the Rackman Center is making every effort 
to fight it, both by representing women whose get was annulled and by ac-
tivity in the Knesset. 
 

The rulings published in Ha-Din v'ha-
Dayan are used as a basis for writing essays 
and academic papers, for making claims at 
Rabbinical Courts by lawyers and rabbini-
cal claimants, as well as for pure study at several Yeshivot and Batei Midrash 
for Dayanim (judges). 

 

This publication was made possible through the generous support of 
Mr. Romie Tager, QC, and his wife Esther, London, England. 
 
 
 
 
 
Photograph of the 
Sexual  
Harrassment in the 
Academy  
Conference, as  
detailed on the 
next page. 
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Policy & Outreach 

During the 2008-2009 academic year we held the following conferences: 
November 2008: 
We held a Conference for Students, to mark the International Day for the 
Elimination of Violence against Women. The conference focused on dating, 
and on dilemmas that might come up in the process, on the way to a healthy 
and equal relationship. One of the emphasis was on how to recognize a violent 
relationship as early on as the very first dates. The conference incorporated clips 
from a popular Israeli TV show called Srugim, about young Orthodox people in 
Jerusalem, and it included the participation of  Rabbi Yehuda Gilad- one of the 
pre-military preparatory yeshivas, Malka Puterkovsky- head of Midreshet Lin-
denbaum seminary, and Hava Divon- the writer of the series. The conference 
was chaired by Lea Shklar- a graduate of one of the Center's leadership pro-
grams. The conference was highly attended and there was much participation 
from the student audience. The conference was held in collaboration with the 
Bar-Ilan Student Association and the Fanya Gottesfeld Heller Center for the 
Study of Women in Judaism. (See the article on P26.) 
December 2008: 
We held our 6th Annual Conference on Women, Family, and Law in Israel, 
on the topic of the new amendment to the Property Relations Law. As you will 
remember, the Center was an active partner in the magnificent achievement of 
passing the amendment in the Knesset, 
through our activity as part of the ICAR coali-
tion. The conference, which was held in co-
operation with the ICAR coalition, Yad LaI-
sha, Emunah and the Israel Women's Network, was attended by 460 judges, 
lawyers, rabbinical pleaders, and more. Its great importance lay in the funda-
mental lectures in which the amend-
ment was explained and interpreted for 
the use of law courts and lawyers. 
These lectures were recorded and tran-
scribed, and the transcription is in great 
demand by lawyers, judges, and related 
professionals across the country, in-
cluding many who wished to attend the 
conference itself but could not get a 
seat in the packed conference hall. 
(See article on P27). 
Also in December, we held a confer-
ence on Sexual Harassment in the 
Academy, in reaction to an incident in 
which a professor in the Hebrew Uni-
versity of Jerusalem took advantage of his 
position to sexually harass one of his students. The conference was held in col-
laboration with the Israel Association for Feminist and Gender Studies, the Is-
rael Sociological Association, and the Program for Gender Studies at Bar-Ilan. 
In honor of the conference we published and distributed The Ten Command-
ments for the Prevention of Sexual Harassment in the Academy, which were 
written by a professor from the Hebrew University of Jerusalem. A Raped 
Woman's Prayer, written by Dr. Yael Levin, was also published in honor of the 
conference. (see photo on opposite page—P24) 
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From left: Chair of Emunah - Leora 
Minka, President of Hebrew University - 

Prof Menachem Ben Sasson, Head of 
Rabbinical Court Rabbi Ben Dahan, 
Dean of Bar Ilan Law Faculty—Prof 

Arieh  Reich and our own Director—Prof 
Ruth Halperin-Kaddari 
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Article in Jerusalem 
Post  28.11.08 
About our conference 
for Students, to mark 
the International Day 
for the Elimination of 
Violence against 
Women 
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Policy & Outreach 

February 2009: 
 
We held a conference entitled Women Leadership in the Academic 
World in collaboration with the ISEF – the International Sephardic Edu-
cation Foundation. The conference centered upon the positioning of fe-
male researchers in the academic world and was attended by researchers 
from a variety of faculties and universities, as well as by university presi-
dents. 
 
March 2009 
 
To commemorate International Woman’s Day and International Agunah 
Day we held a Prenuptial Agreement Day at Bar-Ilan University to-
gether with the Fanya Gottesfeld Heller Center for the Study of Women 
in Judaism., during which Rabbinical Pleader Rachel Levmore of the 
Council of Young Israel Rabbis in Israel held several advising sessions, a 
mock debate was held by the Bar-Ilan debate club and the central event 
was the screening of the movie "Sentenced To Marriage" that was followed 
by Q and A with Prof. Ruth Halperin-
Kaddari and with a young couple who 
signed a prenuptial agreement. Many peo-
ple attended the event and showed great 
interest in the subject. 
.During this evening, we also gave out our prenuptial agreements 
brochure which the Center published through the generous support of 
JWFNY and in cooperation with the Center for Women’s Justice (CWJ). 
 
 As time passes it becomes more evident how 
much such a brochure is necessary. The bro-
chure is distributed free of charge, and apart 
from this conference, the brochure was sent 
to High Schools, colleges, yeshivas and semi-
naries. We also sent brochures to organiza-
tions and institutions to hand out in seminars 
and courses. This year, for example, the bro-
chure was handed out to 120 professionals 
attending a continuing education program for 
family law attorneys at the Bar-Ilan University 
Commercial Law Center. The brochure was 
also handed out at marriage fairs attended by 
ICAR representatives (as explained on P 17). 
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May 2009: 
Bar-Ilan University dedicated the closing of the Board of Trustees event to a 
Symposium in memory of the 
late Rabbi Professor Emanuel 
Rackman on the subject of 
“Modern Orthodoxy at the 
Crossroads.” 
The symposium was directed by 
professor Yaffa Zilberschatz, and 
former dean of the Law Depart-
ment. Professor Ruth Halperin-
Kaddari, Dr. Tovah Hartman-
Halbertal, Professor Noam Zo-
har, Dr. Yaakov Yedgar and Pro-
fessor Yedidya Stern took part in the symposium. Prof. Halperin-Kaddari 
spoke of Rabbi Rackman's devotion to the advancement of the status of 
women under Jewish Law, and especially that of Agunot and Mesoravot Get. 
His vision guides the Rackman Center in its 
activity for women in Israel. 
In May 2009, we also supported and took 
part in the first annual conference of the 
‘Gender in the field program’, a Bar-Ilan University Genders Studies pro-
gram. The conference was a collaboration of The Rackman Center, The Gen-
der Studies program, the Fania Gustfeld Heller Center for the Research of 
Women in Judaism and the Daphne Fund, on the connection between prac-
tice and theory. Academic experts as well as representatives of many social 
organizations attended the conference. Attorney Atara Kenigsberg gave the 
opening speech on behalf of the Rackman Center, and Prof. Halperin-
Kaddari gave a lecture on the connection between theory and practice in the 
international arena. 
September 2009: 
We held a joint seminar with Sh’are Mishpat College on the  Shari’ah and 
Church religious courts to provide the academics researching family law in 
Israel with basic knowledge in Muslim and Christian religious laws. 
Adv Iyad Zahalke, director of the Shari’ah religious courts, who was recently 
appointed as Qaddi, reviewed the Shari’ah laws as applied in Israel. Mr. Za-
halke focused on the courts methods for dealing with cases of marriage of 
minors and the enforced divorce of women. Adv Isam Abu-Nasr, stand-in 
chairman of the Israeli Bar Association’s national Committee for church 
courts, presented the Christian law that applied to the different Christian 
sects living in Israel. 
One of the central issues discussed in the seminar was gender discrimination. 
Unfortunately, despite our many differences we all share the same patriarchal 
laws concerning marriage and divorce so mutual understanding of each oth-
ers laws  will enable us to work together in developing this for the better for 
all religions. 
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More photographs and 
Videos from the 6th An-

nual Conference on 
Women, Family, and 

Law in Israel,  and the 
Symposium in memory 
of the late Rabbi Profes-
sor Emanuel Rackman 

are available on the 
Rackman Center Web 

site. 
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Conclusion & The Future 

The Ruth and Emanuel Rackman Center for the Advancement of the 

Status of Women in Israel continues to play a crucial role in activities, 

research and measures to promote the status of women in Israel.  

 

Thanks to your kind generosity, the center works to fulfill the 

goals for which it was established, and will continue to promote 

women’s equality and rights.  

 

In doing so, the Center fulfills the goals for which you so generously 

founded and supported us. As you have read, we have consistently 

moved society forward in our bid to achieve more equality for Women. 

This is not an easy task, as the civil legal 

system in Israel works alongside the Rab-

binical system. There is still so much work 

to do, but we are already making such a 

difference to women, and with your con-

tinued support and encouragement we will be able to use our unique 

programs and facilities to make social change and improve the status of 

women. 

 

 We are confident that we will continue to work hard towards our goals 

until our mission to achieve full equality of rights is accomplished. 

In 2010 we will continue with our work, as described in this report and 

will consistently work to improve and expand our projects in order to 

fulfill our aims to advance the status of women. 

 

We look forward to updating you on our progress throughout the up-

coming year. 
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Staff Leadership 
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Professor Ruth Halperin-Kaddari 
Director of the Ruth and Emanuel Rackman Center for the Advancement 
of the Status of Women.  
Prof. Halperin-Kaddari is vice chairperson of the UN Convention on the 
Elimination of Discrimination against Women (CEDAW) and a faculty 
member and professor of the law department at Bar Ilan University. In 
2007,Condoleezza Rice and the US State Department presented Prof. 
Halperin-Kaddari with the International Award for Women of Cour-
age. Prof. Halperin-Kaddari is a firm believer in combining academic re-
search with practical steps in order to bring about a significant change in 
the status of women in family law both in Israel and elsewhere, and is very 
proactive in the achievement of this goal.  

Adv Atara Kenigsberg 
Executive Director of the Ruth and Emanuel Rackman Center for the 
Advancement of the Status of Women. 
Attorney Kenigsberg has both an LLB and LLM from Bar Ilan University, 
from which she graduated with honors (magna cum laude). She has prac-
ticed civil law in various firms and ran the project which led to the issuing 
of Israel's first two reports to the UN on the treaty for the elimination of 
all forms of discrimination against women. Attorney Kenigsberg has com-
pleted management courses as well as a social leaders' course jointly given  
by Columbia University, NYU and the 92nd St Y Organization, and was a 
member of the U.S. State Department 2009 International Visitors' Leader-
ship Program (IVLP). 

Adv Keren Arkin-Chen 
Head of the Women in Family Law Matters Clinic. 
Attorney Arkin-Chen has an LLB from Haifa University (magna cum 
laude) and an LLM from Tel Aviv University (summa cum laude) in law, 
society and politics. She wrote her thesis on judges' views on equality and 
the roles of the two sexes, as portrayed in the verdicts issued in cases in-
volving custody of minors. Attorney Arkin-Chen completed her internship 
in the Criminal Department of the Tel-Aviv District Office of the State 
Attorney and in the Tel Aviv District Court. She has been legal advisor to 
the Ministry of Welfare and head of the legal bureau of Na’amat – the 
Movement of Working Women and Volunteers.   

Adv Adi Raz 
Head of the Women in Family Law Matters Clinic. 
Attorney Raz has an LLB from the Tel Aviv College of Management. She 
completed her internship at the Avner Singer Law Office, specializing in 
personal status, and worked in that field for four years at the Rafael 
Amiad Law Office. 
Attorney Raz is proud of her choice to focus on social litigation and helps 
run a clinic where feminist values and principles are prevalent and mani-
fested in the way women are represented, where women are empowered  
to find the will and strength to face their everyday challenges.  
 
Adv Na’ama Safrai-Cohen 
Head of the Women in Family Law Matters Clinic. 
Attorney Safrai-Cohen has an LLB from Bar-Ilan University and an 
LLM, specializing in Jewish Law from the Excelling Students’ Program 
at Bar-Ilan University. She is an alumni from our first Student Training 
Program. Attorney Safrai-Cohen spent her internship assisting a judge in 
Family Law Court and later spent three and a half years with a law firm 
specializing in family law. She also worked as a legal assistant in the Fam-
ily Law Court in Jerusalem. She was also a member of the Committee for 
the Advancement of Women’s Status in the Lawyers’ Association.  
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With thanks to our Founders, Patrons,  

Supporters and Friends 

The Ruth and Emanuel Rackman Center for the Advancement of the Status of 
Women is deeply grateful to its friends, supporters, and founders, who have 
played an instrumental role in making this prestigious enterprise what it is today. 
Through your encouragement and assistance we have been able to advance a wide 
range of vital activities and projects, to reach out to women in need and to make a 
concrete impact on the status of women in Israel. 
 

Founders:   
S. Daniel & Ewa Abraham                   Don & Jane Stern Lebell 
Joseph Alexander Foundation             Evelyn Gruss Lipper 
Stephen Schwartz –                            Bernard & Estelle Marcus 
Brookdale Foundation Group          Dennis Mehiel             
Aharon & Rachel Dahan                    Mordecai & Monique Katz   
Jack & Gitta Nagel   John & Marianne Slade  
Charles Dimston                            Gershon & Carol Kekst             
Joyce Saffir    Abraham Spiegel 
Jesselson Family                        Rose & Louis Klosk Fund                           
Irving & Helen Schneider  Sigmund & Rose Strochlitz 
Jerome & Ellen Stern   Sisel Klurman  
                                     
We are grateful to the following individuals and organizations for their sup-
port this year of the Ruth and Emanuel Rackman Center for the Advance-
ment of the Status of Women: 
The Blackman Foundation  
The US Embassy—Public Affairs  Department 
The Dafna Israeli Foundation 
 

The Following Foundations have provided 
generous support for the creation and im-
plementation of The Program for Legal 
Aid, Outreach and Advocacy in Family 
Law: 
The Joseph Alexander Foundation 
The Jewish Women's Foundation of the Greater Palm Beaches 
The David Berg Foundation 
The Hadassah Foundation 
The Boston Community Jewish Community Women’s Fund 
The Greater Miami Jewish Federation 
The Rose &Louis Klosk Fund 
The Milton & Miriam Handler Foundation 
The Jewish Women's Endowment of Greater Seattle 
 

Private Donors 

Joan Wachtler   Romie and Esther Tager 
Linda and Michael Frieze  Anonymous Donor 
Leonard Goodman 
Donors who gave generous donations in memory of Rabbi Rackman z’l 
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W i t h  T h a n k s  

 


